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2015 BLED STRATEGIC FORUM

Bled Strategic Forum opens with 
calls for strong partnerships

C
alls for partnership resounded as 
the 10th Bled Strategic Forum got 
under way, against the backdrop 
of the escalating migration crisis 

in Europe, which will feature prominently 
in several debates. “More than ever, part-
nerships are needed to find compromise 
and solutions acceptable for all,” Dr Miro 
Cerar, Prime Minister of the Republic of 
Slovenia, said in his opening address.

Dr Cerar stressed it was above all on 
leaders to take responsibility and to find 
solutions for new partnerships. “But we 
must also find the way to properly explain 
to the people how the positive effects of 
cooperation outweigh the negative ones,” 
he said.

“People need to understand that our 
way of life cannot be sustained if we do 
not give a chance to our young genera-
tions as well as a chance to people from 
other regions of the world to come to live 
and work here.”

Partnerships are also needed in tack-
ling climate change, and in forging new 
trade agreements, which Dr Cerar noted 
were among the most tangible ways of 
building partnerships. Europe needs to 
further open the opportunities for trade, 
while insisting on the highest standards. 
“In this respect, I hope that negotiations 

He said the most imminent problem 
was that of illegal migration. While em-
phasizing that “Fortress Europe” is not a 
viable solution, Dr Cerar proposed that 
the issue should be tackled three ways. 
2Firstly, by helping those in real need, 
taking into account the absorption and 
integration capacities of respective coun-
tries and security challenges that illegal 
immigration entail. Secondly, with com-
mon action to secure peace, stability and 
prosperity in the countries of origin and 
transit, and thirdly, from the vantage 
point of the ageing population in Europe.
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LEADERS’ PANEL

United Europe more effective in 
dealing with crises

on TTIP will soon be completed in a way 
that will be beneficial to partners from 
both sides of the Atlantic,” Dr Cerar point-
ed out.

Dr Cerar concluded his address with a 
call to tackling these challenges “in a 
positive manner, by manifesting our vir-
tues, such as courage, tolerance, empathy 
and solidarity.” Truly successful leader-
ship is always based on human virtues, 
despite social turbulences and difficult 
choices. “

Mr Karl Erjavec, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia, noted 
that the forum had been founded ten 
years ago to bring together different deci-
sion makers, to encourage open debates, 
and to search for new ideas and solutions.

Over the ten years Slovenia has had 
the privilege of meeting many new friends 
and partners. “With this in mind, we want 
to dedicate this year’s Bled Strategic Fo-
rum to partners and partnerships.”

Partnerships are needed to address 
the many challenges to global and region-
al security, he said, noting that the world 
economy is still recovering from global 
crisis and Europe is coping with one of the 
biggest migration flows in history. “None 
of these issues can be addressed without 
a strong and efficient international part-
nership.”

Mr Erjavec also outlined Slovenia’s 
foreign policy pillars as enshrined in the 
recently adopted Strategy of the Sloveni-
an Foreign Policy: security, peaceful poli-
tics and prosperity. “We need partner-
ships to achieve these goals. Sometimes, 
in bilateral relations, one honest and 
strong partner is enough. More often, al-
most two hundred members of the United 
Nations are needed to make a global 
positive step forward,” he concluded.

Ambassador Alain Brian Bergant, Sec-
retary General of the Bled Strategic Fo-

rum, said the event would address global-
ly relevant topics, noting that as the 
forum has matured it has also gained a 
“clear vision” of forging new partnerships 
in order to tackle the most pressing is-
sues in Europe and the world.

The opening featured a performance 
by the string section of the Slovenian Po-
lice Orchestra with conductor Mr Žiga 
Pirnat and singer Ms Darja Švajger. A 
short film taking stock of ten years of the 
Bled Strategic Forum was also shown. 
(Text by STA) ■

A 
Europe united and open to part-
nerships internally and externally 
is most effective in dealing with 
the challenges of global crises, 

the opening panel of the Bled Strategic 
Forum heard on Monday. This includes 
the migration crisis, which has presented 
the continent with one of its biggest chal-
lenges since its founding.

The current migration flows are testa-
ment to the fact that for many, Europe is 
the best place on earth, President of the 
European Council Donald Tusk told the 
opening of the leaders’ panel entitled 
“The New Global Order: Confrontation or 
Partnerships?”, as he argued that Euro-
peans should not lose sight of this.

Critical of liberal intellectuals who 
have a tendency to be “outraged” while 
failing to present concrete proposals, Mr 
Tusk maintained that Europe has a lot of 
which to be proud about. “We are not 
perfect, but are still doing better than at 
any other time or anywhere else.”

The migration crisis is, however, un-
masking cracks that have appeared in 
the European architecture in recent 
years.  In response to this, Mr Tusk said 
that for new justifications for standing 
strong Europe needs only to look “who 
we are today and who we want to be in 
the future...If we stay true to our values 
we will win our future.” The near unani-
mous view on the panel was that for this, 
Europe will also have to come up with a 
credible and effective common response 
to the migrant crisis. But this will in turn 
require strong leadership, solidarity and 
overcoming selfishness.

Serbian Prime Minister Aleksandar 
Vučić was most critical, saying that Ser-
bia’s response to the crisis shows that 
“we’re not in the habit of crying, even 

when so many EU countries are”. He 
pressed Tusk on how the EU could sit by 
idly while one of its members was build-
ing a border wall.

Luxembourg Prime Minister Xavier 
Bettel, whose country is currently presid-
ing over the EU, echoed the sentiment 
that there was too much selfishness and 
weak leadership. “There are leaders who 
sit at the table with other EU leaders say 
one thing, while saying another to their 
people.”

“The easiest way to please everyone is 
not to take decisions,” said Bettel, as he 
lamented what he termed “probably the 
worst chapter in the history of our conti-
nent.

Slovenian President Borut Pahor also 
took aim at weak leadership, assessing 
that current challenges require vision and 
clear solutions. He said the first solution 
in the migrant crisis should be the adop-
tion of mandatory quotas, which had 
been voted down at the EU summit in 
June.

Croatian President Kolinda Grabar-Ki-
tarović said the key priority for the EU in 
tackling the crisis should be dealing with 
its root causes of migration. “This issue 
needs to be tackled broadly...by asking 
ourselves what is prompting these people 
to come to Europe.”

Agreeing on this point, Mr Tusk said 
that for a comprehensive response to the 

migrant crisis, the EU will need to estab-
lish new partnerships with countries like 
Egypt and Turkey, which lie on the migra-
tion routes. Europe will also have to reach 
out the source countries.

The broader picture on the migrant 
crisis was raised by Lamberto Zanier, the 
secretary general of the OSCE, who high-
lighted the impact of climate change, 
which will increasingly have an impact  
on migration. “Europe in this respect will 
increasingly be a desired destination.”

Mr Zanier said that burning global is-
sues increasingly need an approach that 
goes beyond building partnerships only 
at government level. Non-government 
actors must not be ignored, he said, 
highlighting that the recent financial cri-
sis exposed the inability of governments 
to engage with the financial sector.

In the same vein, Executive Secretary 
of the United Nations Economic Com-
mission for Europe Christian Friis Bach 
said that the first tangible progress on 
climate change was achieved by turning 
efforts to find agreement from being an 
effort focused only on governments to 
one which involved other partners and a 
bottom-up approach. The result is that 
business have become involved, as we 
have highlighted the opportunity present-
ed by the power of green technology, Mr 
Friis Bach said. (Text by STA) ■
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Progress achieved in tackling sexual 
violence in conflict, but a lot of work  
still ahead

FIGHTING IMPUNITY: 

MLA initiative

D
espite notable achievements by 
the international community in 
combating impunity for atrocity 
crimes, we continue to experi-

ence significant challenges in bringing 
the perpetrators to justice. This is par-
ticularly troublesome, since impunity se-
riously hinders the restoration of the rule 
of law, and impedes durable peace and 
security while depriving the victims of any 
dignity. Accountability is also an impor-
tant factor in effective prevention. 

In the year marking several important 
anniversaries that recall the suffering 
caused by gross violations of international 
law and in particular international human-
itarian law, we are reminded of the critical 
need to strengthen the fight against im-
punity. Today’s BSF panel on “Strength-
ening the Fight against Impunity through 
Partnerships and Cooperation” will seek 
to propose some of the solutions that are 
needed at the global level.

However, while Slovenia is a strong 
proponent of international criminal jus-
tice, we also recognise that it is equally 
important to seek improvements at the 

national level. Primary responsibility for 
fighting impunity rests with states; how-
ever, the effectiveness of national judicial 
processes is often hindered by the lack of 
capacities and inter-state cooperation. 
Given the complexities inherent in atroci-
ty crimes, states need to cooperate prac-
tically and judicially in order to be truly 
effective when investigating and prose-
cuting atrocity crimes. Examples of such 
cooperation include securing evidence, 
testimony, assets, and suspects. This is 
currently hampered by the lack of the 
necessary international legal framework. 
Unlike the case of some other internation-
al crimes, such as transnational organised 
crimes or corruption, there is no multilat-
eral treaty on mutual legal assistance for 
atrocity crimes. 

It is precisely with this in mind that 
Slovenia, together with Argentina, Bel-
gium and the Netherlands, is advocating 
the adoption of a universal treaty on mu-
tual legal assistance and extradition for 
the domestic prosecution of the crime of 
genocide, crimes against humanity and 
war crimes – i.e. the MLA initiative.

Today, 45 states from all regions of the 
world, irrespective of their membership in 
the ICC, formally support the MLA initia-
tive, and the interest in it is continuing to 
grow. Support for the initiative has also 
been expressed by the UN Special Advi-
sor on Genocide Prevention, Adama Di-
eng, the Prosecutor of the ICC, Fatou 
Bensouda, and Prosecutor of the ICTR, 
Judge Hassan B. Jallow, to name only a 
few, while its practical value has been 
recognised by practitioners.

Complex challenges require global 
partnerships and resolute action. We 
therefore invite all states to join the MLA 
initiative and participate in the creation of 
a new multilateral treaty on mutual legal 
assistance and extradition for the domes-
tic prosecution of the crime of genocide, 
crimes against humanity and war crimes.

■

S
exual violence in conflicts made it 
to the top-level political agenda 
after last year’s Global Summit to 
End Sexual Violence in Conflict 

and headway has been made since. But 
many issues remain to be tackled and 
principles need to be turned into practice, 
heard the panel “Ending Sexual Violence 
in Conflict: One Year After the Summit”.

Some of the most substantial progress 
was made in Croatia, which adopted a law 
on compensation for survivors of sexual 
violence in conflict. Mr Bojan Glavašević, 
Assistant Minister for Veterans’ Affairs of 
the Republic of Croatia, noted that the 
law could serve as a model for other 
countries and talks are already ongoing 
with Bosnia-Herzegovina and Kosovo.

Mr Glavašević said one of the most 
valuable things about the Croatian law 
was to separate the process of prosecut-
ing perpetrators from the process of 
granting rights to victims. “It did not 
come naturally that a victim should be 
granted benefits without prosecution 
from perpetrator,” he noted.

Specific steps have also been made by 
NATO, according to Ambassador Maria 
Henriette Schuurman, NATO Secretary 
General’s Special Representative for 
Women, Peace and Security. For exam-
ple, a strategic NATO exercise this year 
was built on scenario with systematic 

sexual violence to test and improve deci-
sion-making.

But more needs to be done, she said. 
Specifically, it is necessary to do more on 
education, training and exercises; to lis-
ten and give voice to the men and women 
who are affected; to lead by example, for 
example by raising the number of female 
peacekeepers; and to put in “enduring 
commitment”.

Mr Stavros Lambrinidis, the EU Spe-
cial Representative for Human Rights, 
pointed to the need to tackle the root 
cause of the problem: gender discrimina-
tion, the underlying problem in all socie-
ties around the world; war is just the 
worst theatre in which this discrimination 
expresses itself.

But Dr Chris Dolan, Director of the 
Refugee Law Project, who works in Ugan-
da, noted that female as well as male 
victims needed help. Helping men, in 
particular in Africa, is “a massive chal-
lenge”, he said, noting that this is a taboo 
and there is a huge “knowledge and atti-
tude gap”, with little training in place to 
help male victims.

He also urged a balancing of funding, 
as disproportionate funds are spent on 
prosecuting perpetrators compared to the 
compensation that victims are getting.

Ms Sabiha Husić, Director of the Asso-
ciation Medica Zenica, an NGO which 
helps victims in Bosnia-Herzegovina, de-
scribed the experience in her country, 
where she said the main initial challenge 
was for women to speak out.

With a system now in place to help 
victims, the next task is to get the author-
ities to take these challenges seriously. 
There has been some headway at lower 
levels of government, but at the national 
level “I cannot say our government is 
taking these challenges very seriously.”

Ms Christine Beerli, Vice-President of 
the International Committee of the Red 
Cross, noted that her organization had 
learned in the Balkans and was now 
transposing these lessons to other coun-
tries, for example the Democratic Repub-
lic of Congo and South Sudan.

The way the Red Cross addresses sex-
ual violence in conflict is by presuming 
there is sexual violence in every conflict, 
she added. “(Text by STA)   ■
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT BSF 

Programme for Tuesday, 1 September

9.00  Bridges of the Mediterranean:  
–10.30 The Power of Intercultural Dialogue

 @Hotel Golf, Jupiter Hall
 Speakers:

  › Prof. Dr Ibrahim Saleh Khalifa Al Naimi, Chair-
man of the Doha International Center for Interfaith 
Dialogue, Qatar

  › Hon Ian Borg, Parliamentary Secretary for the 
European Union Presidency 2017 and European 
Union Funds in the Ministry for European Affairs 
and Implementation of the Electoral Manifesto of 
the Republic of Malta

  › Ms Delphine Borione, Deputy Secretary General 
for Social and Civil Affairs, Union for the Mediterra-
nean

  › Mr Mohamed Ezzine Chleyfa, State Secretary at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Tunisia

  › Ms Marjutka Hafner, Secretary-General of the 
Slovenian National Commission for UNESCO

  › Dr Maja Makovec Brenčič, Minister of Education, 
Science and Sport of the Republic of Slovenia

  › Mr Tibor Navracsics, European Commissioner for 
Education, Culture, Youth and Sport

  › Mr Anton Peršak, State Secretary, Ministry of 
Culture of the Republic of Slovenia

  › Ambassador William Lacy Swing, Director General 
of the International Organization for Migration

 

  Moderated by: Prof. Dr Abdelhamid El-Zoheiry, 
President of the Euro-Mediterranean University, 
Slovenia

 

11.00  Development Is a Global Partnership
–12.30 @Hotel Golf, Jupiter Hall
 Speakers:

  › Ms Ivana Djilas, Theatre Director and Columnist, 
Slovenia

  › Ms Tamira Gunzburg, Brussels Director of The 
ONE Campaign, Belgium

  › Ms Lena Helena Ingelstam, Assistant Director 
General of the Swedish  International Development 
Cooperation Agency, Sweden

  › Ambassador Srgjan Kerim, President of the 62nd 
Session of the United Nations General Assembly

  › H. E. Mr Miroslav Lajčák, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign and European Affairs of the 
Slovak Republic

  › Dr James Pamment, Senior Lecturer in Strategic 
Communication, Lund University, Sweden
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 1 Bled Festival Hall (Cesta svobode 11) 
 2 IEDC – Bled School of Management (Prešernova 33)
 3 Hotel Krim (Ljubljanska 7)
 4 Hotel Park (Cesta svobode 15)
 5 Grand Hotel Toplice (Cesta svobode 12) 
 6 Best Western Premier Hotel Lovec (Ljubljanska cesta 6)
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 11 Hotel Astoria (Prešernova 44) 
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Getting around BSF: Map of Bled

What’s in the news?
Bled Strategic Forum guests have free access to 
the English and Slovenian online service of the 
Slovenian Press Agency, starting on 28 August and 
ending on 4 September.

Please visit https://english.sta.si and use the fol-
lowing credentials to access their content:

Username: bsf
Password: sta2015

Partnerships as a cornerstone  
of ITF’s efforts

ITF Enhancing Human Security 
(ITF) has been a major contributor 
to post-conflict reconstruction, 
development and stabilization of 
the war-torn Southeast Europe, as 
well as other conflict-affected re-
gions around the world. Partner-
ships, as the key theme of this 
year’s BSF, are an indispensable 
element of its humanitarian mine 
action activities. ITF’s perspec-
tives on partnerships will be dis-
cussed at the BSF Side Event that 
will take place: 

Today from 11:00 to 12:00 in 
Hotel Golf, Libertas Hall.  

Go to www.itf-fund.si

  › Mr Erik Gudbrand Solheim, Chair of the Develop-
ment Assistance Committee, Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development

 

  Moderated by: Ms Lucy Lamble, Global Develop-
ment Editor, The Guardian, United Kingdom 

 

12.30  Networking lunch
–14.00 @Hotel Golf, Golf Restaurant
 

14.00  Strengthening the Fight against Impunity through 
–15.30 Partnerships and Cooperation

 @Hotel Golf, Jupiter Hall
 Speakers:

  › Mr Adama Dieng, Under Secretary-General / 
Special Adviser to the United Nations Secre-
tary-General on the Prevention of Genocide

  › Ms Silvia Fernández de Gurmendi, President of 
the International Criminal Court

  › Mr Goran Klemenčič, Minister of Justice of the 
Republic of Slovenia 

  › Mr Andras Vamos-Goldman, Executive Director of 
Justice Rapid Response, Switzerland

  › H. E. Mr Christian Karl Wenaweser, Permanent 
Representative of the Principality of Liechtenstein 
to the United Nations

  › Dr Abi Williams, President of The Hague Institute 
for Global Justice, the Netherlands

 

  Moderated by: Ms Lousewies van der Laan, 
Independent Advisor on human rights, democracy 
and the rule of law, Slovenia

 

16.00  Western Balkans: The Region at the Centre of 
–17.30 Geostrategic Deliberations

 @Hotel Golf, Jupiter Hall
 Speakers:

  › Ms Odeta Barbullushi, Deputy-Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Albania

  › Ms Dragoljuba Benčina, State Secretary, Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia

  › H. E. Mr Igor Crnadak, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina

  › Mr Harlem Désir, Minister of State for European 
Affairs of the French Republic
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  › Ambassador Murat Salim Esenli, Special Repre-
sentative of the Minister and Deputy Undersecre-
tary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Turkey

  › H. E. Mr Daniel Mitov, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Bulgaria

  › H. E. Mr Nikola Poposki, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia

  › Mr Michael Roth MP, Minister of State for 
Europe, Federal Foreign Office of the Federal 
Republic of Germany

  › H. E. Mr Péter Szijjártó, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade of Hungary

  › Mr Hoyt Brian Yee, Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
the Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs, US 
Department of State

 

  Moderated by: Mr Jacques Rupnik, Director of 
Research and Professor, Center for International 
Studies, Sciences Po, France

 

16.00  The Ageing Society and Development:  
–17.30 Is Progress without Change Possible?

 @Hotel Golf, Concordia Hall
 Speakers:

  › Mr James Collins, Chair of the NGO Committee 
on Ageing in New York, United States of America

  › Ms Elsa Fornero, Chair of Economics at the 
School of Economics and Management, University 
of Turin, Italy

  › Ms Vitalija Gaucaite Wittich, Chief of Population 
Unit, United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe

  › Dr Anja Kopač Mrak, Minister of Labour, Family, 
Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities of the 
Republic of Slovenia

  › Dr Alexandre Sidorenko, Global Ambassador for 
HelpAge International

  › Dr Zoran Stančič, Deputy Director-General, 
Directorate-General for Communications Networks, 
Content and Technology, European Commission

 

  Moderated by: Dr Dušana Findeisen, Head of the 
Institute for Research and Development of Educa-
tion at the Slovenian Third Age University, Slovenia

 

Hidden Dimensions of International  
Relations

9.30  Hidden Dimensions – Resounding Diplomacy: 
–10.30 Music in International Relations

 @Hotel Golf, Libertas Hall
 Speakers:

  › Mr Ivan Novak, Member of internationally 
acclaimed music and cross-media group Laibach

  › Ms Darja Švajger, performing artist, former 
Slovenian Eurovision representative, Assistant 
Professor, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia

  › Mr Chris Walden, six-time Grammy-nominated 
composer, arranger and conductor, United States of 
America

  › Moderated by: Mr Žiga Pirnat, Bled Strategic 
Forum Creative Director, Slovenia

 

11.00 BSF Side Event – Partnerships as a Cornerstone  
–12.00 of ITF’s Efforts

 @Hotel Golf, Libertas Hall
 Speakers:

 › Ambassador Damjan Bergant, ITF Director

 › Ms Sabina Beber Boštjančič, ITF Deputy Director

Business BSF

9.15 Business BSF Opening
–9.30 @Hotel Golf, Concordia Hall
  Welcome address: Dr Dušan Mramor, Minister of 

Finance of the Republic of Slovenia

 

9.30  Economic Convergence in the Post-Global  
–11.00 Financial Crisis Period: The Role of Reforms and  
 Partnerships

 @Hotel Golf, Concordia Hall
 Speakers:

  › Senator Benedetto Della Vedova, State Secretary, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Italian Republic

  › Ms Isabel Grilo, Head of Unit for Structural 
Reforms, Competitiveness and Innovation, Directo-
rate General for Economic and Financial Affairs, 
European Commission

  › Mr Richard C. Koo, Chief Economist, Nomura 
Research Institute, Japan 

  › Mr Janko Medja, President of the NLB Manage-
ment Board, Slovenia

  › Dr Dušan Mramor, Minister of Finance of the 
Republic of Slovenia

  › Mr Michael Noonan, Minister for Finance of 
Ireland

  › Mr Vedran Šošić, Vice-Governor of the Croatian 
National Bank

  › H. E. Ms Yanyi Yang, Ambassador and Head of 
Mission of the People's Republic of China to the 
European Union

 

  Moderated by:  Mr Lionel Barber, Editor of the 
Financial Times, United Kingdom

 

10.00  Building new Partnerships for a Strong Tourism 
–12.30 Industry

 @Grand Hotel Toplice, Grand Hall
 Speakers:

  › Mr Alain Dupeyras, Head of Tourism, Organisa-
tion for Economic Co-operation and Development

  › Mr Márcio Favilla Lucca de Paula, Executive 
Director for Operational Programmes and Institu-
tional Relations, World Tourism Organization

  › Mr Mario Hardy, Chief Executive Officer of the 
Pacific Asia Travel Association, Thailand

  › Mr Wei Hongtao, Member of the Party Leadership 
Group, China National Tourism Administration, 
China 

  › Mr Pedro Ortun, Principal Adviser for Tourism 
and Corporate Social Responsibility, DG GROW, 
European Commission

  › Mr Zdravko Počivalšek, Minister of Economic 
Development and Technology of the Republic of 
Slovenia

  › Mr Mihály Varga, Minister for National Economy 
of Hungary

 

  Moderated by: Mr Igor Evgen Bergant, Anchorman 
at Television Slovenia

 

11.30  Trans-Atlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 
–13.00 and the Trans-Atlantic Value Chain

 @Hotel Golf, Concordia Hall
 Speakers:

  › Dr Thomas Becker, Vice President, Governmental 
and External Affairs, BMW Group, Germany

  › Ms Elena Bryan, Senior Trade Representative, US 
Mission to the European Union

  › Mr Aleš Cantarutti, State Secretary, Ministry of 
Economic Development and Technology of the 
Republic of Slovenia

  › Mr Richard Jean Elsner, Founder of MORE project 
GmbH, Germany

  › Mr Andrej Gnezda, Project Manager, Umanotera, 
Slovenia

  › Mr Lutz Güllner, Head of Unit for Information, 
Communication and Civil Society, Directorate 
General for Trade, European Commission

  › Mr Morten Løkkegaard, Member of the Danish 
Parliament, Denmark

 

  Moderated by: Dr Anže Burger, Assistant Professor 
of International Economics, Faculty of Social 
Sciences, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia

 

14.00  A New Perspective on Transport:  
–15.30 Investing to Connect Europe

 @Hotel Golf, Concordia Hall
 Speakers:

  › Ms Violeta Bulc, European Commissioner for 
Transport 

  › Dr Peter Gašperšič, Minister of Infrastructure of 
the Republic of Slovenia

  › Mr Dragomir Matić, President of the Management 
Board of Luka Koper d.d., Slovenia

  › Mr Michael Müller, Member of the Executive 
Board of Fraport AG, Germany

  › Mr František Palko, Deputy Minister of Transport, 
Construction and Regional Development of the 
Slovak Republic

  › Mr Dan Ťok, Minister of Transport of the Czech 
Republic

  › Mr Sławomir Żałobka, Undersecretary of State at 
the Ministry for Infrastructure and Development of 
the Republic of Poland

 

  Moderated by: Mr Patrick D. Cowden, Founder of 
Beyond Leadership, Germany
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MEET THE SPEAKERS

Bridges of the Mediterranean:  
The Power of Intercultural Dialogue

    Prof. Dr Ibrahim Saleh Khalifa Al 
Naimi
Chairman of the Doha International Center 
for Interfaith Dialogue, Qatar

Bridges of Mediterranean: The Power of Inter-
cultural Dialogue. Professor Ibrahim Al Naimi 
is the Founder and President of Community 

College of Qatar. He has been Chairman of Doha International Cen-
tre for Interfaith Dialogue since its establishing in 2007. Professor 
Al Naimi was also the President of Qatar University between 1994 
and 1999. He received his PhD and MA in Chemistry from the 
University of Southern California and earned his BSc(Ed) in chem-
istry with honours from Qatar University.

    Hon Ian Borg
Parliamentary Secretary for the European 
Union Presidency 2017 and European 
Union Funds in the Ministry for European 
Affairs and Implementation of the Electoral 
Manifesto of the Republic of Malta

Ian Borg is the youngest Member of Parlia-
ment as well as an executive in the current legislature. He holds 
responsibility for the organisation of Malta’s Presidency of the 
Council of the European Union as well as achieving a more efficient 
and transparent utilization of EU Funds. In 2005, he was elected 
Mayor of Dingli. He was re-elected in subsequent elections in 2008 
and 2012. Mr Borg graduated as a Doctor of Laws from the Univer-
sity of Malta after successfully reading a doctoral degree in Laws, a 
diploma in Public Notarial Practice and a bachelor’s degree in Law.

    Ms Delphine Borione
Deputy Secretary General for Social and 
Civil Affairs, Union for the Mediterranean

Ambassador Borione is a French diplomat 
who held numerous high-level positions in 
multilateral, economic, cultural and educa-
tional fields. Following her studies at the 

French National School of Public Administration, she worked on 
environmental and development issues in the French MFA and the 
Office of the President of the French Republic. She joined the World 
Food Programme (WFP) and the UN Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) 
and worked as Cultural Counsellor in the Embassy of France in Italy 
and as Director for Cultural Policy and French Language in the 
French MFA. She was also Ambassador of France in Kosovo.

    Mr Tibor Navracsics
European Commissioner for Education, 
Culture, Youth and Sport

Tibor Navracsics is Commissioner for Educa-
tion, Culture, Youth and Sports in the Juncker 
Commission. In the past, he served as univer-
sity professor, Head of Prime Minister’s office, 

Member of the Hungarian parliament, Deputy Prime Minister, Minis-
ter of Justice and Minister of Foreign Affairs. He is responsible for 
improving the quality and efficiency of the EU education systems.

    Mr Anton Peršak
State Secretary, Ministry of Culture of the 
Republic of Slovenia

After graduating from the Academy of Thea-
tre, Radio, Film and Television in Ljubljana, 
he first worked as a freelance artist and later 
as an assistant and docent at the same acad-

emy. He served as a member of the Slovenian National Assembly as 
well as of the Slovenian National Council. He was also Mayor of Tr-
zin. Anton Peršak is currently State Secretary at the Ministry of 
Culture. Throughout his career, he has been an author, a publicist, 
and initially also a critic and theatre director. He served as Presi-
dent of the Slovene Writers’ Association and President of the Slove-
nian PEN Centre.

    Ambassador William Lacy Swing
Director General of the International 
Organization for Migration

Ambassador William Lacy was re-elected as 
Director General of the International Organi-
sation for Migration. From May 2003 to Jan-
uary 2008, he was UN Special Representa-

tive of the Secretary- General for the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC). Mr Swing’s extensive 40-year diplomatic career in-
cludes six postings as US Ambassador to South Africa, Nigeria, Li-
beria, DRC, the former People’s Republic of the Congo (Congo-Braz-
zaville) and Haiti. William Lacy Swing was born in 1934 in North 
Carolina, graduated from Catawba College in North Carolina and 
Yale University and did postgraduate studies at Tübingen University 
in Germany.

    Prof. Dr Abdelhamid El-Zoheiry
President of the Euro-Mediterranean 
University, Slovenia

Professor Abdelhamid El-Zoheiry is President 
of the Euro-Mediterranean University (EMU-
NI) in Slovenia and Professor at Cairo Univer-
sity Faculty of Medicine. Serving as senior 

policy advisor to the Egyptian Minister of Higher Education and 
Scientific Research and the Executive Director of the Research De-
velopment and Innovation (RDI) Programme, he acquired extensive 
experience in initiating and managing Euro-Mediterranean partner-
ships in education and research. He participated in the reform of 
the Egyptian research and innovation strategy, managed innovation 
grants to the research community and initiated public engagement 
in science and innovation. He is former President of Heliopolis Uni-
versity, Cairo and the founding President of FEMIA, an international 
association for innovation in the Euro-Mediterranean region.

Development Is a Global Partnership

    Ms Ivana Djilas
Theatre Director and Columnist, Slovenia

Ivana Djilas is a theatre director and since re-
cently a columnist of Mladina magazine. She 
is an emigrant, an artist, a woman with a car-
rier, a precariat worker, a PhD student, the 
owner of a house and related bank loan, over-

weight, loud, not using Twitter, the mother of an adopted child and a 
child with disability, and makes art and writes about equal rights and 
accepting differences. She lives in Slovenia and has directed pieces 
for adults and children in all major Slovenian theatres since 2000.

    Ms Tamira Gunzburg
Brussels Director of The ONE Campaign, 
Belgium

Tamira Gunzburg is Director of the ONE office 
in Brussels. She joined ONE in 2011 and 
worked for three years as policy manager in 
the Brussels office. Before ONE, Tamira was 

working as advocacy officer in a Belgian development NGO. There, 
she mostly worked on natural resource management in Central Afri-
ca and Latin America. Previously, she was a trainee in the European 
Commission’s DG Development and at Save the Children’s EU of-
fice. Tamira is Belgian-South African and has a degree in Econom-
ics from Wellesley College in Boston.

    Ms Lena Helena Ingelstam
Assistant Director General of the Swedish  
International Development Cooperation 
Agency, Sweden

Lena Ingelstam, economist from the Universi-
ty of Gothenburg, is Director and Assistant 
Director General at the Swedish International 

Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA). She has been actively 
engaged in finding new ways to support development through inno-
vations. Through her strong leadership, she has also developed a 
systematic approach to partnerships and their contribution to devel-
opment (universities, civil society, private sector, Swedish authori-
ties etc.) Lena is a committed development worker, was based in 
Guatemala and Bolivia for the Swedish Diakonia during the 1990s 
and more recently in Tanzania as an adviser for human rights de-
mocracy and gender to the Swedish embassy.

    Ambassador Srgjan Kerim
President of the 62nd Session of the United 
Nations General Assembly

Srgjan Kerim is a renowned diplomat and 
professor. He holds a PhD in international 
economics from the University of Belgrade. 
Between 1999 and 2000, he served as Spe-

cial Envoy to the Coordinator of the Stability Pact for South-eastern 
Europe. From 2000 to 2001, Mr Kerim was Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs of the Republic of Macedonia. In 2007, he was elected Presi-
dent of the 62nd session of the UN General Assembly in New York. 
In 2008, he was appointed as Special Envoy on Climate Change to 
UN Secretary General. Since 2012, he is President of the Board of 
Directors at Media Print Macedonia. (UN Photo/Mark Garten)

    Mr Mohamed Ezzine Chleyfa
State Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Tunisia

M’hamed Ezzine Chelaifawas (1955) attend-
ed Aix-Marseille University, earning a Bache-
lor’s degree in political science, a Master’s 
degree in international relations and a Ph.D. 

in economic science. From 1985 to 1992, he was posted at the 
embassy in Madrid. From 1996 to 2000, he was posted to Wash-
ington as a Deputy Chief of Mission. He served as Tunisia’s Ambas-
sador to South Africa (2000-2003), Australia (2010-2011), Spain 
(2011-2013) and USA (2013-2015). In February 2015, he was 
named Secretary of State. He speaks English, French and Spanish, 
as well as his native Arabic. He is married and father of two sons. 

    Ms Marjutka Hafner
Secretary-General of the Slovenian 
National Commission for UNESCO

Marjutka Hafner, born in 1960, graduated in 
International Relations at the Faculty of So-
cial Sciences in Ljubljana. After graduation, 
she worked mainly in the field of international 

relations (culture, education, science) at the Institute for Interna-
tional Cooperation, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry 
of Culture. Currently, she is Secretary General of the Slovenian Na-
tional Commission for UNESCO. Among other duties, she served as 
member of the CoE Steering Committee for Culture, Chair of Slove-
nia Nostra, member of the Slovenian GENDERA working group, 
member of the delegation to the Executive Board of UNESCO and 
the European coordinator of the National Commissions’ Euro-Arab 
Dialogue Task Force.

    Dr Maja Makovec Brenčič
Minister of Education, Science and Sport 
of the Republic of Slovenia

Maja Makovec Brenčič is in the ministerial 
position since May 2015. She was Full Pro-
fessor of international business and Vice-Rec-
tor for the area of knowledge transfer at the 

University of Ljubljana. She was also Vice-Dean at the Faculty of 
Economics, responsible for strategy development, internationalisa-
tion and quality. She was President of the Council of the Slovenian 
Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education. Her bibliography 
comprises over 400 scientific and professional titles. She is Presi-
dent of the European Marketing Academy and used to be Vice-Pres-
ident of the Marketing Council of the Slovenian Olympic Committee.
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    H. E. Mr Miroslav Lajčák
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak 
Republic

Miroslav Lajčák is the Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign and European Affairs 
of the Slovak Republic. Before taking up his 

current position in 2012, he held various national and international 
diplomatic posts including Managing Director for Europe and Central 
Asia in the European External Action Service (2010–12), Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic (2009–10) and High Repre-
sentative and EU Special Representative for Bosnia and Herzegovina 
(2007–09). He was the EU’s supervisor to the 2006 Montenegro 
independence referendum. Miroslav Lajčák served as Slovakia’s 
Ambassador to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and Japan.

    Dr James Pamment
Senior Lecturer in Strategic Communica-
tion, Lund University, Sweden

Dr James Pamment is currently in the final 
year of a three-year post-doc funded by the 
Swedish Research Council, during which he 
was a research fellow at the University of 

Texas at Austin, the USC Centre on Public Diplomacy and the De-
partment of International Development at Oxford University. His 
research addresses issues related to strategic communication, di-
plomacy and international development. He authored New Public 
Diplomacy in the 21st Century (Routledge), and presented his re-
search in leading international academic journals and to several 
governments, multilateral organisations and think tanks.

    Mr Erik Gudbrand Solheim
Chair of the Development Assistance 
Committee, Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development

Chair of the OECD Development Assistance 
Committee since January 2013, Erik Solheim 
has emphasised the reform of official devel-

opment assistance, focusing more assistance to the least developed 
countries and using assistance to mobilise more private investment 
and support domestic resource mobilisation through better taxa-
tion. Mr Solheim is also UN Environment Programme’s Special En-
voy for environment, conflict and disaster. From 2005 to 2012, he 
was Norway’s Minister of the Environment and International Devel-
opment. From 2000 to 2005, he was the main negotiator in the Sri 
Lanka peace process. He also contributed to peace processes in 
Sudan, Nepal, Myanmar and Burundi.

    Ms Lucy Lamble
Global Development Editor, The Guardian, 
United Kingdom

Lucy Lamble is the editor of the Guardian’s 
global development site, which also covers 
modern-day slavery and gender equality and 
women’s rights. Prior to joining the Guardian 

she spent twelve years at the BBC. She has worked in Paris and 
several African countries including three years in Nigeria on a train-
ing and development project funded by DfID. Before her roles in 
media and development, Lucy worked in education. She is a gradu-
ate of Cambridge University.

    Mr Andras Vamos-Goldman
Executive Director of Justice Rapid 
Response, Switzerland

Andras Vamos-Goldman is Executive Director 
of Justice Rapid Response (JRR), a mul-
ti-stakeholder stand-by facility that recruits, 
trains and rapidly deploys criminal justice 

professionals from around the world to help investigate mass atroc-
ities at the request of the international community. He is a Canadi-
an lawyer and diplomat, and has served in various parts of Africa, 
in Washington DC and in the United Nations. He also worked as a 
private international law attorney. His international justice creden-
tials include the Chair of the Sierra Leone Special Court Manage-
ment Committee and the Bureau of the ICC PrepCom.

    H. E. Mr Christian Karl Wenaweser
Permanent Representative of the Principali-
ty of Liechtenstein to the United Nations

Christian Karl Wenaweser has been Perma-
nent Representative of Liechtenstein to the 
UN since 2002. He has been actively en-
gaged in international criminal justice and in 

Security Council reform issues. From 2008 to 2011 he was Presi-
dent of the Assembly of States Parties of the International Criminal 
Court and in 2010 President of the first Review Conference of the 
Rome Statute. In 2010 to 2011, he was a co-facilitator of the review 
of the Human Rights Council and in 2007, a co-author of the report 
on the Security Council reform on behalf of the PGA. Educated in 
Zurich, Geneva and Munich.

    Dr Abi Williams
President of The Hague Institute for Global 
Justice, the Netherlands

Abiodun Williams is the first President of The 
Hague Institute for Global Justice. From 
2008 to 2012, he served at the United States 
Institute of Peace (USIP), first as Vice Presi-

dent of the Centre for Conflict Analysis and Prevention and later as 
Senior Vice President of the Centre for Conflict Management. From 
2001 to 2007, Mr Williams was Director of Strategic Planning for 
United Nations Secretaries-General Ban Ki-Moon and Kofi Annan 
in New York. He held faculty appointments at leading universities in 
the United States and holds a doctorate from The Fletcher School 
of Law and Diplomacy.

    Ms Lousewies van der Laan
Independent Advisor on human rights, 
democracy and the rule of law, Slovenia

Lousewies van der Laan is vice-president of 
the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for 
Europe. She is a former Member of the Euro-
pean Parliament and the Netherlands Parlia-

ment, where she became the leader of the parliamentary group of 
the Dutch Democratic Party D66. She has served as chief of staff 
of the President of the International Criminal Court and currently 
works as a consultant on politics, communication, human rights, 
democracy and the rule of law. She holds a Law Degree from Leiden 
University and a diploma in International Relations from the Johns 
Hopkins University’s School for Advanced International Studies in 
Bologna.

Strengthening the Fight against Impunity 
through Partnerships and Cooperation

    Mr Adama Dieng
Under Secretary-General / Special Adviser 
to the United Nations Secretary-General on 
the Prevention of Genocide

Adama Dieng from Senegal is UN Secre-
tary-General’s Special Adviser on the Preven-
tion of Genocide and former Registrar of the 

International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda. Mr Dieng holds degrees 
in Law from Dakar University and International Law from the Re-
search Centre of The Hague Academy. He started his legal career in 
Senegal where he was Registrar of the Supreme Court of Senegal. 
From 1990 to 2000, he served as Secretary-General of the Interna-
tional Commission of Jurists. Dieng was the driving force behind the 
establishment of the African Court on Human and People’s rights 
and drafted the African Convention to fight corruption.

    Ms Silvia Fernández de Gurmendi
President of the International Criminal 
Court

Silvia Alejandra Fernández de Gurmendi has 
over 20 years practice in international and 
humanitarian law and human rights. Prior to 
joining the ICC, Judge Fernández was Direc-

tor General for Human Rights at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Argentina. She contributed to the creation and setting up of the 
Court by playing a leading role as President on the working group on 
criminal procedure and Vice President of the Committee of the 
Whole at the Rome Conference. Her academic experience includes 
professorships of International Criminal Law at the universities of 
Buenos Aires and Palermo.

    Mr Goran Klemenčič
Minister of Justice of the Republic of 
Slovenia 

Goran Klemenčič holds an MA in law. He 
served as Chief Commissioner of the Com-
mission for the Prevention of Corruption, 
State Secretary at the Ministry of the Interior, 

head of various projects, an advisor to the European Committee on 
Crime Problems of the Council of Europe and head of the evaluation 
of projects on financial crimes and corruption for the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development. He was a senior lec-
turer on criminal law, human rights and police powers at the Facul-
ty of Criminal Justice and Security; before that, he was Assistant to 
Professor Boštjan M. Zupančič at the Faculty of Law in Ljubljana. 
Since the end of the 1990s, he has been a permanent advisor to 
the Council of Europe, the United Nations, the OECD and the Euro-
pean Commission on legal and institutional reforms of the judiciary, 
strengthening of the rule of law, police authority and bodies special-
ising in prosecuting organised crime. He was appointed Minister of 
Justice in September 2014.

Western Balkans: The Region at the Centre of 
Geostrategic Deliberations

    Ms Odeta Barbullushi, 
Deputy-Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Albania

Before joining the Ministry, Mrs Odeta Barbul-
lushi worked at the Centre for European Stud-
ies, University of Birmingham, and European 
University of Tirana. She has the degree of 

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), and is an expert of Political Science and 
International Relations. The scientific work of Mrs Barbullushi is fo-
cused on domestic factors of foreign policy, conceptual and histori-
cal aspects of the process of European integration of the Western 
Balkan countries, various aspects of statehood and state-formation 
in the Western Balkans, Albania’s relations with its neighbours and 
the EU role in the Western Balkans and the Mediterranean area.

    Ms Dragoljuba Benčina
State Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Slovenia

Ambassador Dragoljuba Benčina, a Law Grad-
uate, started her diplomatic career at the For-
eign Ministry of the Socialist Federal Republic 
of Yugoslavia. She served at the Yugoslav em-

bassies in Italy and Egypt. Afterwards, she was appointed Secretary 
General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia, 
was a member of the negotiating team for Slovenia’s accession to the 
EU and headed the Ministry’s Directorate for Global Issues and Mul-
tilateral Political Relations. She also served as Slovenian ambassador 
to Sweden, accredited to several other countries, and Germany. She 
is a recipient of a number of honours and awards.

    H. E. Mr Igor Crnadak
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

Igor Crnadak was born on 28 July 1972 in 
Zadar. Since 1999, he has been a member of 
the Party of Democratic Progress (PDP), its 
spokesperson and Executive Director and 

Secretary for international relations. Since 2011, he is the party’s 
Secretary General. He was journalist and correspondent of the 
Voice of America from Banja Luka. Between 2000 and 2004, Mr 
Crnadak was head of the PDP caucus at the City Assembly of Banja 
Luka and in 2006 a member of the European Integration Commit-
tee of the National Assembly of Republika Srpska. From 2007 to 
2009, he served as Deputy Minister of Defence of B&H and Chair-
man of the B&H NATO Team. On 31 March 2015, he was appointed 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina.
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    Mr Harlem Désir
Minister of State for European Affairs of 
the French Republic

Harlem Désir has been the French Minister of 
State for European affairs since 2014. He is 
a passionate supporter of the European cause 
and has a long experience in European mat-

ters as a member of the S&D group at the European Parliament 
from 1999 to 2014. He is also a senior member of the French So-
cialist Party, having chaired the party between 2012 and 2014. He 
also played an important role in the fight against racism and xeno-
phobia in France as the founder of the SOS Racisme association in 
1984. Mr Désir is deeply involved in social and global governance 
issues.

    Ambassador Murat Salim Esenli
Special Representative of the Minister and 
Deputy Undersecretary of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey

Ambassador Murat Salim Esenli was born in 
Ankara in 1962. He graduated from the 
American University in Washington DC and 

Saint John’s University in NY. He joined the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in 1984. He served at the Bilateral Economic Relations 
Department, as the Chief of Staff of the Foreign Minister, Deputy 
Director General of Americas and Special Advisor to the Minister 
at the headquarters. Abroad, he has been posted to the Embassy 
in Washington DC and in Mexico City, Permanent Represantative 
to the UN NY and UN Geneva Office. From 2009 to 2013 he 
served as the Ambassador to the People’s Republic of China. 
Ambassador Esenli has been serving as Deputy Undersecretary 
for European Affairs since 2013.

    H. E. Mr Daniel Mitov
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Bulgaria

Daniel Mitov graduated from Sofia University 
St. Kliment Ohridski, specialising in Political 
Science. In 2002, he worked at the Political 
Academy for Central and Southeast Europe. 

In 2006, Mr Mitov became Executive Director of the Democracy 
foundation and later Vice President of the Democrats for Strong 
Bulgaria (DSB) party. He has participated in the establishment of 
the Bulgaria for Citizens political party. Since 2010, he worked for 
the US NDI in Iraq. As an official NDI representative, he has also 
worked in Brussels, Libya, Ukraine and Yemen. Since August 2014, 
he is the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Bulgaria.

    H. E. Mr Nikola Poposki
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Macedonia

Nikola Poposki has been Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia since 
2011. Previously, he held several high-level 
positions. He served as Ambassador of Mac-

edonia to the European Union in Brussels from 2010 to 2011, and 
as a team leader in the European Commission’s Joint Research 
Centre from 2006 to 2009. Mr Poposki is an economist and holds 
a master’s degree in European Economic Studies from the College 
of Europe in Bruges.

    Mr Michael Roth MP
Minister of State for Europe, Federal 
Foreign Office of the Federal Republic of 
Germany

Since 1998: directly elected member of the 
German Bundestag; from 2010 to 2013: 
spokesperson on Europe of the SPD parlia-

mentary group; from 2009 to February 2014: Secretary-General of 
the SPD in the Land Hesse. Since 2014, Commissioner for Fran-
co-German Cooperation, member of the Deutsche Welle Broadcast-
ing Board, member of the Board of Trustees of the Institute for Euro-
pean Politics and member of the board of the Franco-German 
Institute in Ludwigsburg, Chairman of the supervisory board of the 
Centre for International Peace Operations (ZIF), member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Foundation Flight, Expulsion, Reconciliation.

    H. E. Mr Péter Szijjártó
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade of 
Hungary

Péter Szijjártó was born in 1978. He earned 
his degree in International Relations from the 
Budapest University of Economic Sciences 
and Public Administration in 2002. In 1998, 

he joined Fidesz and has been a Member of the National Assembly 
since 2002. He was communications director and spokesman of 
Fidesz between 2006 and 2010, and served as Prime Minister’s 
spokesman from 2010 to 2012. In 2012, he became State Secre-
tary for Foreign Affairs and External Economic Relations in the PM’s 
Office. In 2014, he was appointed Deputy Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade, and since September 2014, he serves as Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

    Mr Hoyt Brian Yee
Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Bureau 
of European and Eurasian Affairs, US 
Department of State

Hoyt Brian Yee is Deputy Assistant Secretary 
for European and Eurasian Affairs, responsi-
ble for US relations with the countries of 

Central Europe and South Central Europe. Before assuming his 
current duties he was Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S. Embassy 
in Zagreb. He served in Kabul as Director of the State Department’s 
Office of Provincial Reconstruction Teams. He was Consul General 
in Thessaloniki and Principal Officer in Podgorica. He was Director 
for European Affairs at the National Security Council and worked at 
NATO headquarters as Deputy Director of the NATO Secretary Gen-
eral’s private office.

    Mr Jacques Rupnik
Director of Research and Professor, Center 
for International Studies, Sciences Po, 
France

Jacques Rupnik is Director of Research and 
Professor at the Centre for International Re-
search at Sciences Po in Paris. He was Exec-

utive Director of the International Commission on the Balkans 
(Carnegie) and the International Commission on Kosovo. He served 
as advisor to the Czech President Vaclav Havel and to the European 
Commission. His most recent publications are: 1989 as a political 
world event (Routledge, 2013) and Géopolitique de la démocratisa-
tion, l’UE et ses voisinages (2015).

The Ageing Society and Development:  
Is Progress without Change Possible?

    Mr James Collins
Chair of the NGO Committee on Ageing in 
New York, United States of America

James Collins has just concluded his term as 
Chair of the NGO Committee on Ageing at the 
United Nations in New York. The Committee 
on Ageing aims at raising world awareness of 

the opportunities and challenges of global ageing. Within the United 
Nations community it advocates further integration of ageing in UN 
policies and programmes, and encourages the member states to 
include ageing needs in social and economic policy considerations. 
Mr Collins has been an advocate for older persons at the local, state 
and international levels since his retirement in 2000.

    Ms Elsa Fornero
Chair of Economics at the School of 
Economics and Management, University of 
Turin, Italy

Elsa Maria Fornero is Full Professor of Eco-
nomics at the University of Turin, where she 
directs the Centre for Research on Pensions 

and Welfare Policies. She has been extensively publishing on public 
and private pension systems, pension and labour reforms, house-
hold savings, retirement choices and financial literacy, and is a re-
search fellow/member of the scientific councils of various interna-
tional institutions. As Italian Minister of Labour, Social Policies and 
Equal Opportunities (November 2011–April 2013), she drafted the 
pension and labour market reforms, which were fundamental to the 
cancellation of EU excessive deficit procedure against Italy and the 
long term rebalancing of economic relationships between genera-
tions.

    Ms Vitalija Gaucaite Wittich
Chief of Population Unit, United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe

Gaucaite Wittich is a member of the UNECE 
staff since 1994; prior to the current post she 
worked in the Statistics and Economic Analy-
sis Divisions. She has a doctoral degree in 

Social Sciences and before joining UNECE was an Associate Pro-
fessor of Economics at Vilnius University (Lithuania). 

At UNECE, she is responsible for the area of population ageing and 
intergenerational relations. She coordinates the UNECE Working 
Group on Ageing and oversees organisation of the reviews of nation-
al policies and strategies in implementing the Madrid International 
Plan of Actions on Ageing in the region, capacity development and 
publication of policy briefs.

    Dr Anja Kopač Mrak
Minister of Labour, Family, Social Affairs 
and Equal Opportunities of the Republic of 
Slovenia

From 1998, Anja Kopač Mrak was employed 
at the Faculty of Social Sciences. She has 
participated in numerous domestic and inter-

national projects in the fields of social policy, employment policy, 
and human resources management. She served as a member of 
international research networks, head of an international research 
team and a national EU expert on pensions. Between 2008 and 
2012, she served as State Secretary at the Ministry of Labour, 
Family and Social Affairs. In the last two years she has served as 
Minister of Labour, Family, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities. 
Currently, she is also Assistant Professor of Sociology and lecturer 
at the Faculty of Social Sciences. Ms Kopač Mrak is the author of 
several scientific works in the field of social and employment policy.

    Dr Alexandre Sidorenko
Global Ambassador for HelpAge  
International

Alexandre (Sasha) Sidorenko has raised older 
people’s issues worldwide as head of the UN 
Programme on Ageing from 1993 to 2009. 
He was responsible for the 1999 Internation-

al Year of Older Persons, the Second World Assembly on Ageing in 
2002 and the 2002 Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing. 
He currently holds a range of advisory roles, including as a member 
of the Board of Trustees of the World Demographic and Ageing Fo-
rum of St Gallen. In October 2011, the NGO Committee on Ageing 
honoured Mr Sidorenko for his passionate commitment to shaping 
society in a positive way for the ageing population and future gener-
ations.

    Dr Zoran Stančič
Deputy Director-General, Directorate-Gen-
eral for Communications Networks, Content 
and Technology, European Commission

Since 2004, Zoran Stančič has served as 
Deputy Director-General in the European 
Commission, initially in DG Research and 

currently in DG Communications Networks, Content and Technolo-
gy. Previously, he served as State Secretary for Science at the 
Ministry of Education, Science and Sport in Slovenia and was a re-
search fellow and visiting professor at a number of EU and US 
universities.
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    Dr Dušana Findeisen
Head of the Institute for Research and 
Development of Education at the Slovenian 
Third Age University, Slovenia

Now Head of its Institute for Research and 
Development of Education, Ms Findeisen 
co-founded Slovenian Third Age University, 

offering scientifically grounded education for and about older peo-
ple and enabling the latter to remain included in society. (A network 
of 46 universities, 21,000 students, 2,000 volunteers, more than 
1,000 working contracts for mentors of all ages created in the third 
sector). She established a new study programme Socio-Cultural 
Animation (Faculty of Arts, Ljubljana), contributed to Age Platform 
Europe, served as external expert of the European Commission 
(employment and education) and participated in the UNESCO re-
search studies (ALPHA). She is Vice President of the association 
Danube Networkers for Europe.

Economic Convergence in the Post-Global 
Financial Crisis Period: The Role of Reforms  
and Partnerships

    Senator Benedetto Della Vedova
State Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Italian Republic

Senator Della Vedova was Born in Sondrio in 
1962. He holds a degree in Economics, Uni-
versità Luigi Bocconi (1988). Career: re-
searcher at IEFE Bocconi (Institute for the 

economics of energy sources, 1987–1990); assistant professor for 
Economics and Agricultural Policies at Università Cattolica (Milan, 
1990–1995); counsellor at CNEL (Economy and Labour National 
Council, 2005–2006); Member of the European Parliament 
(1999–2004), member of the Economic and Monetary Affairs 
Committee (ECON), member of the delegation for relations with 
countries of South Asia and SAARC; member of the Italian Cham-
ber of Deputies (2006–2013) and of the Italian Senate. Since 
February 2014, he is Undersecretary of State at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation.

    Ms Isabel Grilo
Head of Unit for Structural Reforms, 
Competitiveness and Innovation, Directo-
rate General for Economic and Financial 
Affairs, European Commission

Isabel Grilo holds a PhD in Economics from 
the Catholic University of Louvain. She has 

an academic background and a publication record in the areas of 
applied game theory, industrial economics and competitiveness as 
well as of the determinants of entrepreneurship. In her present 
function she has worked on the Portuguese financial assistance 
program covering the area of product market reforms.

    Mr Michael Noonan
Minister for Finance of Ireland

Minister for Finance since March 2011, Mi-
chael Noonan was first elected to Dáil Éireann 
(Irish Parliament) in 1981. He was the leader 
of Fine Gael from February 2001 until May 
2002. On the party’s front bench from 2004 

to 2007, he was the party’s spokesperson on Northern Ireland. He 
was appointed finance spokesperson in 2010 and was also the 
party’s spokesperson on finance from 1997 to 2001. Between 
1986 and 1987, he was Minister for Industry, Commerce and Trade 
and Minister for Energy. He was Minister for Justice from 1982 to 
1986 and Minister for Health from 1994 to 1997.

    Mr Vedran Šošić
Vice-Governor of the Croatian National 
Bank

Vedran Šošić (born in 1974) is Vice-governor 
of the Croatian National Bank (CNB), respon-
sible for research and statistics. He started 
his career in the Research Department of the 

Croatian National Bank in 1997 and worked in the Real Sector and 
Budget Analysis Division until 2006, when he moved to the Mission 
of the Republic of Croatia to the European Union in Brussels. From 
2008 to his appointment as Vice-governor, he was heading the CNB 
Financial Stability Department. Mr Šošić received his BA and MA in 
Economics from the Faculty of Economics in Zagreb.

    H. E. Ms Yanyi Yang
Ambassador and Head of Mission of the 
People’s Republic of China to the European 
Union

Ambassador Yang Yanyi took up her appoint-
ment as Ambassador and Head of the Chi-
nese Mission to the EU in January 2014. 

Prior to her current appointment, she was Assistant Minister of the 
International Department of the Central Committee of the CPC. As 
a career diplomat, Ambassador Yang joined the Chinese Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in 1980 and subsequently held different positions in 
the MFA, including the Counsellor of the Permanent Mission of 
China to the UN, Deputy Director General of the Policy Planning 
Department and Director-General of the Asian Department. Her 
first ambassadorial appointment was to Brunei Darussalam from 
2005 to 2007.

    Mr Lionel Barber
Editor of the Financial Times, United 
Kingdom

Lionel Barber is editor with the Financial 
Times. Since his appointment in 2005, the 
FT has pioneered the concept of the integrat-
ed newsroom, where reporters and editors 

work seamlessly across print and digital formats. Mr Barber has 
received several distinguished awards. In 1998, he was named one 
of the 101 most influential Europeans by Le Nouvel Observateur, 
and in 2009, he was awarded the St George Society medal of hon-
our. During his tenure, the FT has won numerous global awards for 
its quality journalism, including three Newspaper of the Year 
awards, which recognise the FT’s role ‘as a 21st century news or-
ganisation’.

    Mr Richard C. Koo
Chief Economist, Nomura Research 
Institute, Japan 

Richard C. Koo is the chief economist of No-
mura Research Institute (Tokyo) and a Senior 
Adviser to the Center for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies (Washington D.C.). Mr. Koo 

is best known for developing the concept of balance sheet recession 
which is now used around the world to explain post-1990 Japan and 
post-2008 West. He has advised successive Japanese Prime Minis-
ters and taught at Waseda University as a visiting professor from 
1998 to 2010. Prior to joining Nomura, he was an economist with 
the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, and was a doctoral fellow of 
the Federal Reserve Board.

    Mr Janko Medja
President of the NLB Management Board, 
Slovenia

Janko Medja has been President of the Man-
agement Board of the NLB bank since Octo-
ber 2012. Between July and October 2012, 
he served as Chairman of NLB’s Supervisory 

Board. He was a member of the Management Board with Unicredit 
Bank Slovenia for almost four years (2008–2012) and before that 
Head of Corporate Banking in the same bank. In 2005, he finished 
his MBA studies at IEDC – Bled School of Management with hon-
ours. During his career he gained in-depth and varied experience in 
banking and management. In 2011, the Managers’ Association of 
Slovenia awarded him the prestigious “Young Manager of the Year” 
prize. On the proposal of the IEDC alumni and following the deci-
sion of the international committee, he received the IEDC Alumni 
Achievement Award in 2014.

    Dr Dušan Mramor
Minister of Finance of the Republic of 
Slovenia

Before serving as finance minister, Dušan 
Mramor was a Full Professor of Finance and 
Dean of the Faculty of Economics, University 
of Ljubljana. A large part of his research re-

lates to the broad area of transition finance and economics, more 
specifically in financial markets, the financial analysis, corporate 
finance and fiscal and monetary policy. Mr Mramor played an active 
role in Slovenia’s transition process; in addition to serving as Minis-
ter of Finance from 2002 to 2004, he occupied various important 
functions and senior positions in different financial institutions. He 
was also a member of the Strategic Economic Council to the Slove-
nian Prime Minister.

Building New Partnerships for a Strong  
Tourism Industry

    Mr Alain Dupeyras
Head of Tourism, Organisation for Econom-
ic Co-operation and Development

As Head of Tourism at the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and Development, 
Alain Dupeyras manages, with the support of 
governments, the work of the Tourism Com-

mittee. The OECD Tourism Committee helps member and partner 
countries develop policies that address major challenges faced by 
the industry (e.g. competitiveness, quality jobs and skills, innova-
tion, travel facilitation, taxation), it promotes an integrated govern-
mental approach to tourism (effective policies for tourism growth), 
contributes to improved measurement and analysis of tourism ser-
vices (e.g. Tourism Satellite Account, competitiveness indicators, 
impacts of tourism at regional level), and enhances international 
cooperation in tourism. Before joining the OECD, Mr Dupeyras held 
a post at the French bank for the development of SMEs. He is a 
visiting professor in Tourism Policy and Tourism Economics at vari-
ous universities, notably Paris I Panthéon Sorbonne.

    Mr Márcio Favilla Lucca de Paula
Executive Director for Operational Pro-
grammes and Institutional Relations, World 
Tourism Organization

Márcio Favilla Lucca de Paula graduated in 
Economics from the Federal University of 
Minas Gerais in Brazil. He received his mas-

ter’s degree in Development Studies from the Institute of Social 
Studies in The Hague. He has extensive experience in the Brazilian 
public sector, especially in development and project finance, invest-
ment promotion, public funds policies and management. He served 
as Vice Minister of Tourism from 2003 to 2007 and Vice Minister 
of the Secretariat of Institutional Relations of the Presidency of 
Brazil from 2007 to 2009. From January 2010 to December 2013, 
he was Executive Director for Competitiveness, External Relations 
and Partnerships at UNWTO. In January 2014, he assumed the 
post of Executive Director for Operational Programmes and Institu-
tional Relations.

    Mr Mario Hardy
Chief Executive Officer of the Pacific Asia 
Travel Association, Thailand

Mario Hardy was appointed CEO of the Pacif-
ic Asia Travel Association (PATA) on 1 No-
vember 2014. He joined PATA as COO on 15 
January 2014 and is also former Chairman of 

the Board of Trustees of the PATA Foundation. Prior to PATA, Mario 
worked 14 years for UBM/OAG and occupied several leadership 
roles in London, Beijing and Singapore. He began his career with 
People’s Express Airlines in 1985, before joining Canadian Airlines 
in 1987, and spent 12 years in a number of sales, marketing and 
operational roles, eventually heading the Group Sales & Charter di-
vision in 1997.
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    Mr Wei Hongtao
Member of the Party Leadership Group, 
China National Tourism Administration, 
China 

Wei Hongtao was born in May 1963 and 
started his career in July 1986. He received 
his bachelor’s degree of Archival Science 

from Renmin University of China. He served as Director and later 
Deputy Director-General of the Organisation Department of the CPC 
Central Committee and Director-General of the Department of Hu-
man Resource of China National Tourism Administration. In March 
2015, Mr Wei was appointed member of the leadership of China 
National Tourism Administration.

    Mr Pedro Ortun
Principal Adviser for Tourism and Corporate 
Social Responsibility, DG GROW, European 
Commission

Pedro Ortún Silvan is a trained industrial en-
gineer, specialising in chemistry and industri-
al organisation, and holds a PhD in business 

administration. Between 1979 and 1986, he was responsible for 
the Industrial Chapter in Spain’s European Community accession 
negotiations. In 1988, he joined the European Commission as di-
rector responsible for steel and EU basic industries. In 2000, he 
assumed the post of director responsible for tourism, service indus-
tries and corporate social responsibility (CSR). From 2012 to 2015, 
he managed tourism, textiles, fashion, design and creative indus-
tries, KETs and digital economy. In June, he was appointed Princi-
pal Adviser (DG GROW) responsible for the task force in charge of 
CSR and tourism.

    Mr Zdravko Počivalšek
Minister of Economic Development and 
Technology of the Republic of Slovenia

Zdravko Počivalšek is Minister of Economic 
Development and Technology. He headed 
Terme Olimia for the last 15 years and re-
ceived an award from the Chamber of Com-

merce and Industry of Slovenia for outstanding economic and entre-
preneurial achievements. In 2010, he was declared Manager of the 
Year for outstanding achievements of long-term significance in the 
economy. His managerial experience goes back to running the 
Šmarje pri Jelšah agricultural cooperative and the dairy company 
Mlekarna Celeia. In 1999, he took over the top managerial position 
at the Atomske Toplice spa resort, later renamed Terme Olimia un-
der his leadership.

    Mr Mihály Varga
Minister for National Economy of Hungary

Mihàly Varga was auditor at the State Con-
struction Company No. 43. in 1989 and 
economist with the East Hungary Water Plan-
ning Company in 1990. In 1990, he became 
Member of Parliament (FIDESZ) and was 

deputy group leader of FIDESZ from 1995 to 1998. Further posts: 
1998–2000, Parliamentary State Secretary of the Ministry of Fi-
nance; 2001–2002, Minister of Finance; 2002–2006, Chairman of 
the Parliamentary Committee on Budget and Finance; 2006–2010, 
Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee on Budget, Finance and 
Audit; 2010–2012, State Secretary in Prime Minister’s Office; and 
2012–2013, Minister without portfolio responsible for liaising with 
certain international financial organizations. Since 2013, Mr Varga 
is Minister for National Economy.

    Mr Igor Evgen Bergant
Anchorman at Television Slovenia

Igor Evgen Bergant joined Radio-Television 
Slovenia, the Slovenian public broadcasting 
company, in 1984. Since 2011, he has been 
hosting the main late evening news pro-
gramme Odmevi on TV Slovenia Channel 

One. He has participated in several editions of the Bled Strategic 
Forum: thus, in 2013, he chaired the main panel featuring the 
presidents of Austria and Slovenia as well as the Italian Prime Min-
ister and the Indian Minister of State for External Affairs, and, in 
2014, he hosted the first BSF panel dedicated entirely to tourism.

Trans-Atlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 
and the Trans-Atlantic Value Chain

    Dr Thomas Becker
Vice President, Governmental and External 
Affairs, BMW Group, Germany

Thomas Becker graduated in Business Eco-
nomics from Cologne University in 1991. 
Three years later he received his doctorate. 
From 1995 to 2002, he worked for the Fed-

eral Association of the German Industry (BDI) in the field of envi-
ronmental politics. From 2002 to 2006, he was head of the eco-
nomics department at the Confederation of the Automotive Industry 
(VDA) in Frankfurt, appointed Vice Chairman in 2006. Since 2007, 
he is Vice President of the department for Governmental and Exter-
nal Affairs at BMW Group.

    Ms Elena Bryan
Senior Trade Representative, US Mission to 
the European Union

Elena Bryan is the on-the-ground presence of 
the Office of the US Trade Representative 
(USTR) with EU institutions and the broader 
Brussels and EU community on both the 

Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) negotiations 
and trade broadly. Previously, she was Deputy Assistant USTR for 
Trade and Development and Deputy Assistant USTR for Southeast 
Asia. She also worked on WTO issues for several years.

    Mr Aleš Cantarutti
State Secretary, Ministry of Economic 
Development and Technology of the 
Republic of Slovenia

Aleš Cantarutti is State Secretary at the Min-
istry of Economic Development and Technol-
ogy, in charge of internationalisation, entre-

preneurship, competitiveness and development. Before his 
appointment as State Secretary he was the director of the Centre for 
International Relations at the Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
of Slovenia. His extensive experience on foreign markets originates 
from his position as sales and marketing manager at Javor Pivka 
and as a sales manager in Moscow. He also experienced how to do 
business on his own, as a manager of Fabrika plus, which was offer-
ing strategic marketing services.

    Mr Richard Jean Elsner
Founder of MORE project GmbH, Germany

Richard founded the MORE project in 2014. 
MORE is a ‘broad church’ of SMEs which 
support trade but which are concerned that 
TTIP will undermine their businesses, the 
lifeblood of the European economy and of 

many local communities. To them, claims that TTIP was created to 
support SMEs appear unfounded and misleading. MORE campaigns 
for a socially responsible European economic model which pro-
motes SMEs and for trade agreements which support the interests 
of all producers, not primarily those of the large transnational ones. 
Richard is an entrepreneur, a writer and a developer of leaders.

    Mr Andrej Gnezda
Project Manager, Umanotera, Slovenia

Andrej Gnezda works for Umanotera, a 
non-profit organisation focusing on issues re-
lated to sustainable development. As a man-
ager of the Trading the Future project he fo-
cuses on trade agreements and their impacts 

on the environment, society and local economies. He advocates a 
more responsible trade, one that would promote and enhance the 
efforts needed to respond to modern day challenges of global warm-
ing and sustainable development in general. His firm belief is that 
the TTIP and other modern “living” trade agreements are not ad-
dressing these questions properly and believes they are part of the 
problem, not of the solution.

    Mr Lutz Güllner
Head of Unit for Information, Communica-
tion and Civil Society, Directorate General 
for Trade, European Commission

Lutz Güllner is Head of Unit for Information, 
Communication and Civil Society in the Euro-
pean Commission’s Directorate General for 

Trade. Before, he was Deputy Head of DG Trade’s Strategy Unit. He 
also coordinated EU–US and EU–Russia trade and economic rela-
tions. In 2009–2010, he was spokesperson for the High Represent-
ative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
and for trade policy. Mr Güllner has a background in public affairs; 
he is a graduate of the Free University of Berlin and Sciences Po, 
Paris. He teaches trade policy and EU foreign affairs to post-gradu-
ate students in Berlin.

    Mr Morten Løkkegaard
Member of the Danish Parliament, 
Denmark

2015: Danish Parliament, Speaker on Euro-
pean affairs, speaker on the media. 2009–
2014: European Parliament, Member of the 
Alliance of Liberals and Democrats in Europe 

(ALDE), vice-chair in the Culture and Education committee (CULT), 
member of the Internal Market and Consumer Protection committee 
(IMCO), member of the working group on copyright, chief ALDE-ne-
gotiator on “Erasmus+”, co-negotiator on “Creative Europe”, initi-
ator on “The New Narrative for Europe” (patronage: President 
Barroso), rapporteur on the report “on journalism and new media 
– creating a public sphere in Europe”. 2005–present: Løkkegaard 
Kommunikation: adviser on communication.

    Dr Anže Burger
Assistant Professor of International 
Economics, Faculty of Social Sciences, 
University of Ljubljana, Slovenia

Anže Burger is Assistant Professor at the 
Faculty of Social Sciences in Ljubljana and 
researcher at the Centre of International Rela-

tions. His research interests include international trade, foreign di-
rect investment, global value chains, outsourcing and international 
business.

A New Perspective on Transport: Investing to 
Connect Europe

    Ms Violeta Bulc
European Commissioner for Transport 

Violeta Bulc is EU Commissioner for transport, 
appointed in November 2014. Ms Bulc brings 
a diverse set of expertise and professional ex-
perience to this position. As Commissioner, 
Violeta Bulc has already placed priority on 

digitalisation and innovation in transport. In the corporate sphere, 
she held various positions in the telecoms industry, including Tele-
kom Slovenia and Telemach. She has also been the owner and CEO 
of Vibacom. Prior to her appointment to the European Commission, 
she was Deputy Prime Minister of Slovenia, with ministerial responsi-
bility for development, strategic projects and cohesion.

    Dr Peter Gašperšič
Minister of Infrastructure of the Republic of 
Slovenia

Peter Gašperšič began his career as a young 
researcher at the Faculty of Civil and Geodet-
ic Engineering in Ljubljana. Afterwards, he 
studied in the USA, where he examined the 

practical aspects of earthquake resistance of structures. Leaving 
academia, he worked in the business sector, where he headed sev-
eral construction investment projects and civil engineering projects. 
He continued his career in public administration, where he held 
leading positions from heading a sector and directorate to being the 
state secretary. He is an expert who brings an ideal mix of academ-
ic competence and practical experience in the working areas of his 
ministry.
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    Mr Dragomir Matić
President of the Management Board of 
Luka Koper d.d., Slovenia

Dragomir Matić has a degree in Traffic Engi-
neering. He started his career in the forward-
ing business and joined the Port of Koper in 
1987 as a port transport worker. He gradually 

earned the position of Executive Director for operations and logis-
tics. Prior to his appointment to the management board, he worked 
as a deputy director in an international forwarding company. He 
commenced his five-year term on 10 June 2014.

    Mr Michael Müller
Member of the Executive Board of Fraport 
AG, Germany

Michael Müller is a Member of the Executive 
Board of Fraport AG and Executive Director 
Labour Relations since 2012. He has board 
responsibility for the Ground Services strate-

gic business unit as well as the central units Human Resources and 
Central Purchasing & Construction Contracts. Mr Müller has a de-
gree in Economics and joined the Frankfurt Airport operating com-
pany in 1984. He has worked in a variety of management functions 
in the human resources department and was appointed Senior Vice 
President for Human Resources in 1997. In 2009, he took charge 
of Fraport AG’s Ground Services unit.

    Mr František Palko
Deputy Minister of Transport, Construction 
and Regional Development of the Slovak 
Republic

František Palko is Deputy Minister at the 
Ministry of Transport, Construction and Re-
gional Development of the Slovak Republic. 

His responsibilities include construction, housing policy, EU fund 
management, the management of public administration change and 
tourism. Previously, he worked as State Secretary at the Ministry of 
Finance. The expertise in EU funds management further developed 
while the Slovak National Certification Authority was under his di-
rection. Over the course of professional life, he has given university 
courses in macroeconomics, public finance, regional policy and 
monetary and fiscal aspects of the EU.

    Mr Dan Ťok
Minister of Transport of the Czech Republic

Dan Ťok is the Czech Minister of Transport. 
He was born on 4 March 1959, and has two 
children. In 1983 he received a Master de-
gree in mechanical engineering at the Techni-
cal University of Brno. Since then he has held 

executive positions in a number of leading companies in the engi-
neering industry. Before being appointed to the government, he was 
Chairman of the Board and CEO of Skanska. He was also one of the 
leading figures of the American Chamber of Commerce in the Czech 
Republic between 1999 and 2014. He speaks English, German and 
Russian. 

    Mr Sławomir Żałobka
Undersecretary of State at the Ministry for 
Infrastructure and Development of the 
Republic of Poland

As Undersecretary of State, Sławomir Żałob-
ka is in charge of issues related to railways 
and aviation. Mr Żałobka graduated from the 

Faculty of Law and Administration at the University of Warsaw and 
is a long-time civil servant. He worked, among others, for the Min-
istry of Finance, the Ministry of National Education, the Chancellery 
of the Prime Minister and Civil Service Department, where he per-
formed both managerial and expert functions. He was also a mem-
ber of the Public Procurement Council, acting at the President of 
the Public Procurement Office and an arbiter in public procurement 
cases.

    Mr Patrick D. Cowden
Founder of Beyond Leadership, Germany

Patrick D. Cowden (top manager, best-selling 
author, leadership pioneer) has spent over 25 
years in leading positions in international 
corporations, from Cap Gemini to Deutsche 
Bank, EMC2, Dell and Hitachi. Following his 

military upbringing in the US Navy, Patrick learned to combine the 
best elements of American, European and Asian leadership para-
digms. Since the foundation of Beyond Leadership almost 8 years 
ago, Patrick and his Beyonders have dedicated themselves to find-
ing a framework that truly activates our fullest organisational poten-
tial in any setting – a fundamental paradigm shift from profit to 
people, from just generating value to connecting human values.

Resounding Diplomacy:  
Music in International Relations

    Mr Ivan Novak
Member of internationally acclaimed music 
and cross-media group Laibach

Ivan Novak, born in 1958 in Trbovlje, has 
been a member of the internationally ac-
claimed music and cross-media group Lai-
bach since 1980. Cross-media artist by pro-

fession, he is also the member in charge of the media and 
communication. Since their beginnings, Laibach have been asso-
ciated with controversy and provoked strong reactions from politi-
cal authorities. The group has recently made headlines around the 
world as the first Western band to ever perform in the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea.

    Ms Darja Švajger
Performing artist, former Slovenian 
Eurovision representative, Assistant 
Professor, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia

Darja Švajger is an established performing 
artist and educator from Slovenia with a suc-
cessful international career spanning over 

more than 30 years. During this time, she has performed in many 
countries around the world, with diverse ensembles and symphony 
orchestras. She twice represented Slovenia in the Eurovision Song 
Contest and reached the country’s best result in this competition to 
date. Darja has won every major Slovenian music festival and re-
ceived numerous awards for her work. She is Assistant Professor at 
the University of Ljubljana, lecturing at the Academy of Theatre, 
Radio, Television, and Film, and the Academy of Music.

    Mr Chris Walden
Six-time Grammy-nominated composer, 
arranger and conductor, United States of 
America

Six-time Grammy nominated German-born 
composer/arranger/conductor Chris Walden 
has scored more than 40 feature and TV 

films, and has written orchestral and big band arrangements and 
compositions for artists including Diana Krall, Josh Groban, Michael 
Bublé, Aretha Franklin, Paul Anka, Stevie Wonder, Rihanna, Barbra 
Streisand and orchestras like the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Los 
Angeles Philharmonic, Boston Pops and many more. He has worked 
closely with producers David Foster, Tommy LiPuma and Phil Ra-
mone. He writes music for TV shows like the Oscars and American 
Idol and serves as a trustee on the board of the Recording Academy.

    Mr Žiga Pirnat
Bled Strategic Forum Creative Director, 
Slovenia

Žiga Pirnat is a Slovenian composer, orches-
trator, linguist, diplomat and 2015 BSF Cre-
ative Director. He worked at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs for several years before mov-

ing to the U.S. to pursue his music career, and continues to work 
on specific projects connecting arts and diplomacy. Žiga has writ-
ten/arranged for orchestras, such as Boston Symphony, RTV Slove-
nia Symphony Orchestra and Berklee Contemporary Symphony 
Orchestra. He has penned songs for Eurovision selections in four 
countries and won the 2014 Slovenian song festival ‘Slovenska 
popevka’. He holds three Bachelor’s and one Master’s degree in 
diverse fields, including international relations and music.

BSF Side Event – Partnerships as a Cornerstone 
of ITF’s Efforts

    Ambassador Damjan Bergant
ITF Director

Ambassador Damjan Bergant started his ca-
reer in multilateral diplomacy in 1995. From 
1999 to 2003, he was posted to the Perma-
nent Mission of Slovenia to the OSCE. In 
2010, he was selected as Head of the OSCE 

and Council of Europe Section. During the Slovenian EU presiden-
cy, he chaired the working party of the Council of the European 
Union for the OSCE and the Council of Europe. In 2010, he was 
appointed as Permanent Representative of Slovenia to the Council 
of Europe. From 2014, he holds the position of the Director of ITF 
Enhancing Human Security.

    Ms Sabina Beber Boštjančič
ITF Deputy Director

Sabina Beber Boštjančič joined ITF in Octo-
ber 2001 as project manager. In 2004, she 
took over the position of Head of the Interna-
tional Department and in February 2014, the 
responsibilities of Deputy Director. Specific 

duties: responsible for full project cycle management of ITF pro-
jects and for contacts with donors, authorities and beneficiaries; 
involved in the development of strategic and annual plans; respon-
sible for overall fundraising for ITF Programmes; setting up of new 
programmes and projects; in charge of programme/project report-
ing and periodical analytical reports; and the implementation of 
capacity building activities under various programmes. ■
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The Return of Ambassadors of Art 
– Works of Art from the Yugoslav 
Succession 

O
n 11 May 2015, the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Mr Karl Erjavec, 
together with the High Represen-
tative for Succession Issues, Dr 

Ana Polak Petrič, and the Director of the 
National Gallery of Slovenia, Dr Barbara 
Jaki, opened the exhibition “Return of 
Ambassadors of Art – Works of Art from 
the Yugoslav Succession” at the National 
Gallery of Slovenia. The exhibition fea-
tures the newest acquisitions in the art 
collection of the Slovenian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 

The return journey of the works of art 
was long and hard. The Agreement on 
Succession Issues was signed in 2001, 
no less than ten years after the dissolu-
tion of the former common state, which 
confirmed that five sovereign and equal 
successor states, including Slovenia, had 
emerged on the territory of the former 
Yugoslavia. In 2002, the successor states 
set up an expert group for negotiations to 
examine works of art and agree on which 
works should be allocated to which state, 
depending on the artists’ national affilia-
tions, the place where they worked, or the 
cultural circle to which they belonged. To 
date, works of art from more than 125 
missions of the former Yugoslavia have 
been examined. 

After successful negotiations, the first 
handovers took place in Washington and 
Paris in 2003. Altogether, the Ministry’s 
collection was enriched by 200 works of 
art that once adorned the premises of 
former SFRY diplomatic missions and 

consular posts. Given that Slovenia was 
under-represented in the Yugoslav diplo-
matic service, the presence of works by 
Slovenian artists was extremely impor-
tant, as it helped raise Slovenia’s profile 
at Yugoslav premises abroad. The works 
served as unique ambassadors of Slove-
nia, its culture and rich cultural heritage.

The exhibition comprises 68 selected 
exceptional works by some of the most 
prominent Slovenian artists, which are 
therefore particularly important for Slove-
nian cultural heritage. They were formerly 
displayed at diplomatic missions and 
consular posts of the former SFRY in 
Berlin, Bern, Budapest, Vienna, Graz, 
The Hague, London, Madrid, Milan, Paris, 
Prague, Rome, Thessaloniki, Stockholm, 
Trieste, Warsaw, and Zurich.

After the closing of the Exhibition, all 
the works will continue their path in the 
diplomatic service, but this time as the 
ambassadors of art at Slovenian embas-
sies and other premises of the Slovenian 
diplomatic service.

The Exhibition is open until 6 Septem-
ber 2015 and can be viewed at the Na-
tional Gallery of Slovenia (Prešernova 24, 
Ljubljana).  ■

H
ave you noticed the large furni-
ture system in the Hotel Golf 
lobby? Beatnik Open Source is a 
modular furniture system with 

integrated multimedia technology, de-
signed for a variety of functions, activi-
ties, spaces or occasions. Featuring nu-
merous modules and additional features, 
it creates public or semi-private function-
al islands in virtually any kind of space. 

Beatnik Open Source 
furniture system 

You can design your own Beatnik Open 
Source by combining different furniture 
modules for different functions. You can 
choose from among various seating ar-
rangements featuring a bench with or 
without lower back support, and add a 
table, a shelf for books or magazines, a 
high table, and create a high-quality, 
well-designed functional space tailored 
exactly to your own needs. And plenty of 
optional features can be integrated into 
Beatnik Open Source, such as overhead 
lighting or AC sockets.

The Beatnik Open Source is produced 
by Donar, a young Slovenian company re-
nowned for its ergonomic, comfortable 
and well-designed seating solutions for 
offices and other public and private spac-
es. By applying numerous ergonomic 
solutions and with its own production ca-
pacities, Donar has developed a number 
of products that make for qualitative, dy-
namic and active seating to relieve the 
vital parts of your body when in a forced 
posture in your office or at home.

Try Beatnik Open Source yourself. For 
more information about Donar’s products, 
please visit www.donar.si ■

Lojze Spacal  - City in a Mirror

Nikolaj Omersa - A View Through a Window in Piran Matej Sternen - Interior
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T
he first written mention of lace on 
Slovene territory dates back to the 
second half of the 17th century. It 
comments on lace making and 

trading in Ljubljana, and on its use among 
higher social classes. Lace making by the 
lower social classes is mentioned towards 
the end of the 17th century in Idrija. Over 
the following 200 years, lace making 
spread to almost the whole of western and 
northern Slovenia. By the end of 1920s, 
lace was made in as many as 159 Slovene 
towns.

Organised education significantly in-
fluenced the development of lace making. 
The first lace-making school was founded 
in Ljubljana in 1763, but closed down five 
years later. In the late 19th and early 
20th centuries, lace schools were estab-
lished in Idrija 1876, Izola 1883, Soča 
1884, Otlica 1885, Bovec 1887, Čepovan 
1891, Cerkno and Horjul 1900, Žiri and 
Polhov Gradec 1906, Železniki 1907, 
Gorenja Vas and Sovodnje ob Soči 1909. 

Lace schools (in the last two decades 
lace associations, as well) play an impor-
tant role in the preservation and develop-
ment of lace making. Lace schools in Idri-
ja, Žiri and Železniki educate about 700 
children and adolescents each year, while 
additional 600 pupils learn lace making 

Tomaž Kavčič from Gostilna pri Lojzetu/
Manor Zemono is the Slovenian chef who 
is most famous abroad and is well known 
for dishes with very pure flavours, inven-
tive techniques and at the same time 
great respect for tradition.

Tomaž’s culinary approaches at 
the Pri Lojzetu restaurant 
The cuisine on offer at the restaurant in 
Zemono is best described as a cuisine of 
ideas. What Tomaž does and cooks is actu-
ally original cuisine. “The basic ingredient 
is cooking. We care about what we do and 
we serve food to guests so that they can see 
and feel our attitude. I would like them to 
see and feel that someone has done some-
thing especially for them. I use different 
techniques, but I stick with ones that do 
not change the primary taste of the food. 
This is the basic concept of my cuisine.”

A cuisine of ideas and techniques that 
do not change flavours – flavours that 
come only from the best of ingredients. 
This is why Tomaž still shops for food 
himself. Most of the ingredients that he 
uses come from the region. He believes 
that a meal in a restaurant must outshine 
food prepared at home. A guest comes to 
a restaurant to experience something bet-
ter. “I see this as my duty.”

When you let go …
You won’t find many guests at Zemono 
engrossed in the menu before they order. 
They trust the choice of the chef. Perhaps 
that’s why he has so many regulars, while 
most new guests come because of recom-
mendations.

Sophisticated threads weaving a global 
networking web

Cuisine of ideas

as an optional subject in the Slovene na-
tional curriculum, as an extra-curricular 
activity or in lace-making clubs. Further-
more, lace is being taught and made in 
107 lace-making societies, sections and 
groups all around the country.

Today, lace making is one of the most 
popular handicrafts in Slovenia and is 
registered in the Register of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Slovenia. It has been 
losing its historical role of an additional 
source of income, but is becoming a lei-
sure activity aimed at relaxation, as well 
as a means of artistic expression and a 
creative challenge for designers and ar-
chitects.

In June 2016, Slovenia will be cele-
brating lace when it hosts the 17th World 

Slovenes, Italians, and many other 
foodies from near and far number among 
the guests at Zemono. Some travel across 
the world to taste what they have heard 
and read about, which in a way creates a 
sense of obligation to always provide 
high-quality food and service. Also, his 
guests are spoilt, since he is always there 
for them.

Tomaž believes that his entire concept 
starts with the words of welcome to guests 
and ends when he bids them farewell. 
“This is not just a job, but a lifestyle. The 
restaurant has become part of my life: my 
work fulfils me. Everything I do, I do for 
my guests. I accept innovative approaches 
and techniques of cooking, but never for-
get our traditions and basic ingredients. 

This is the basic concept of my cuisine.”
He also appreciates and accepts the 

ideas of his co-workers. He has an excellent 
team, whom he trusts, and they develop 
dishes together. He does not describe his 
relationship with his staff as traditional. He 
is first to arrive and last to leave.

Pri Lojzetu is also the cradle of Slove-
nia’s Slow Food Association. “The main 
idea is still to preserve traditional dishes, 
such as jota (bean and pickled turnip 
soup) that we have saved from extinction.”

Zemono Manor
The Zemono Manor, built on a small hill 
above the settlement, is a 17th-century 
manor house, which subsequently served 
as a summer residence and hunting lodge 
for the Lanthieri counts, who also owned a 
castle in the town of Vipava. The Manor 
was a favourite setting for social gather-
ings and winemaking events. Unusually for 
the area, it was built in the Palladian style, 
with a rectangular floor plan. 

Zemono is situated on a hill overlooking 
the Vipava valley and was the site of a 
battle in 384 AD between East and West 
Roman armies called the Battle of the 
Frigidus. The Manor is characterised by 
arcades encircling the rectangular main 
building. The interior is richly decorated 
with frescoes depicting hunting scenes 
and the like.

Nowadays, the Mansion houses the Pri 
Lojzetu restaurant, whose chef is Tomaž 
Kavčič. (Text by Gostilna pri Lojzetu) ■

Photo: Marijan Močivnik, www.studio-ajd.si

Modern Slovene lace. Designer of the lace pattern: Vida 
Kejžar, Škofja Loka. Lace maker: Mara Ferle, Škofja Loka.

Letter with lace, made by the designer Afrodita Hebar Kljun.Young lace-makers at a lace competition at Idrija Lace Festival.
Photo: Marijan Močivnik, www.studio-ajd.si

Lace screen in the Stix 
restaurant in New York, made by 
Slovene architect Manca Ahlin.

Lace Congress of OIDFA — the interna-
tional organisation for bobbin and needle 
lace (for more information, visit oidfalju-
bljana.si). Sophisticated lace threads will 
bring together around 800 participants 
and some thousands of visitors from all 
over the world. You are all cordially invited 
to take a part in our lace network of hu-
man cooperation and creativity. (Text by 
Organising Committee of the 17th OIDFA 
World Lace Congress) ■
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European Year for Development 2015

2
015 is a special year for develop-
ment, in which the Millennium 
Development Goals reach their 
deadline and when the interna-

tional community will agree on Sustaina-
ble Development Goals. The Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs is the national coordinator 
of the European Year for Development 
(EYD) in Slovenia. 

The variety of activities this year are 
intended to inform Slovenian citizens 
about international development coopera-
tion and raise awareness and interest on 
development issues.

This is a unique opportunity to promote 
the achievements of EU development co-
operation, in which Slovenia has been in-
volved since 2004. The EYD was launched 
and will be concluded during the annual 
Slovenian Development Days. Numerous 
events are going on and many events still 
lie ahead. The widest possible audience 
was reached with the song ‘En svet’ (‘One 
World’), which was recorded in coopera-
tion with 16 Slovenian famous singers 
and is aimed at promoting international 
development cooperation and humanitari-
an aid. The video spot has been displayed 
at all big EYD events and is broadcast on 
many national radio stations. 

The European Year of Development 
was also promoted during one of the big-
gest sport events in Slovenia ‘Tek trojk’ 
(‘Three-member Team Run’). We are par-
ticularly honoured that three great Slove-
nian sportsmen have become ambassa-
dors of the EYD: Goran and Zoran Dragić 
(Slovenian national basketball team 
members and NBA players) and Anže Ko-
pitar (the first Slovenian ice hockey player 
in the NHL and twice winner of the Stan-
ley Cup), in whom the Ministry recognised 
men of integrity with a strong feeling of 
solidarity, personal interest in social par-
ticipation and positive references for as-
suming the role of national EYD 2015 
ambassadors.

We are currently engaged on a newspa-
per project ‘World’s Best News’. On 11 
September 2015 more than 300 hundred 
volunteers throughout Slovenia will dis-
tribute the newspaper relating positive 
stories and the achievements of EU devel-
opment cooperation.

Today’s world is interconnected and we 
are all creating the future. More about 
EYD: https://europa.eu/eyd2015/sl ■

europa.eu/eyd2015
#EYD2015
European Year For Development 2015

150413_EN_DE_NL_FR_Motiv_2_EYD_roll-up_85x200_hw.indd   1 13.04.15   15:05

The Bled Strategic 
Forum is an excellent 

opportunity to discuss some of 
the most pressing issues of our 
age. Every year, the organisers 

highlight fascinating and challeng-
ing subjects for discussion.

H. E. Mr Ban Ki-moon, Secre-
tary-General of the United 

Nations

What 
means Strategy? 

It is to have the right 
ideas and also the right way 
of realisation! This way goes 

through Bled.

Dr Erhard Busek, Former Vice  
Federal Chancellor of the Republic 

of Austria and Chairman of the  
Institute for the Danube 

Region and Central 
Europe

The Bled Strategic 
Forum is a platform that 
enables a truly enriching 
exchange among Foreign 

Ministers and Civil Society.

H. E. Dr Aurelia Frick, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Education and 
Culture of the Principality of 

Liechtenstein

We should not be 
talking of the globali-
sation of Bled but of 

bledalisation of the globe.

Prof. Dr Jean Pierre Lehmann, 
Professor Emeritus at the IMD 

Lausanne and Founding 
Director of the Evian Group

Slovenia 
should be 

commended for 
bringing the world to Bled 

today and showing that it is 
ready to reconcile its local 
responsibility with global 

responsibility.

H. E. Mr Antonio Patriota, 
Permanent Representative 

of Brazil to the United 
Nations

Bled Strategic Forum was not a 
conference. It was THE confer-

ence. It was a gathering of people 
that until then didn’t know each other 
but the magic that Slovenia has, the 

food, the smells, the feelings, the positive 
thinking made all these people friends. It 
created for me strong bonds with people 

form all over the world. 

Ms Ioanna Fotopoulou, Founder and 
President of The Activests

We need to engage more 
in science diplomacy and 

global scientific collaboration. 
Areas like energy, health, food and 
water are global challenges, which 

require global research partnerships. 
Cooperation is the best way for the global 

scientific community to contribute to 
peace and prosperity.    

Mr Carlos Moedas, European Commis-
sioner for Research, Science and 

Innovation. 

Five years ago I spoke 
at the Bled Strategic 

Forum on the challenges of 
maintaining an Internet free of 

unnecessary government control. The 
Forum, now more than ever, is an 

important venue to continue an in-depth 
discussion about respect for human rights 
online and other cutting-edge topics with 

Europe’s leaders, members of civil 
society and academia.

Ms Dunja Mijatović, OSCE Represent-
ative on Freedom of the Media

Look to the future, 
work for change and 

never be satisfied with easy 
answers – that is what Bled is 

about for me. 

Mr Tibor Navracsics, Commis-
sioner for Education, Culture, 

Youth and Sport

10 years sharing visions  
building partnerships
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Bled – #inspiration in all seasons

Visitors to Bled are inspired by its mild 
climate, fresh air, plentiful sunshine, 
clean water and tranquil serenity, and 
charmed by the time-honoured ‘pletna’ 
boats slowly gliding across the lake. 
Horse-drawn carriages add to the town’s 
traditional flair, while the delicious cream 
cakes have also passed into Bled folklore, 
having been made here since 1953, when 
the original recipe was invented.

Bled and its surroundings, much of 
which lies within Triglav National Park, 
ensure plentiful opportunities for an ac-
tive day in the great outdoors, including 
golf on one of the most beautiful courses 

Text and photo by Bled Tourist Board, 
www.bled.si

Bled facts & figures
Population: 5,476
Elevation: 501m
Average temperatures: January: -1.2ºC, July: 18.7ºC
Size of Lake Bled: 2,120m x 1,380m
 (surface area: 144 hectares)
Maximum lake temperature: 26ºC
Depth of the lake: Max. 30.6m
Distance from Ljubljana: 55km
Distance from Ljubljana Airport: 35km

Bled has excellent infrastructure 
Bled’s conference infrastructure is being 
constantly upgraded and modernised. 
The Bled Congress Centre, the facility 
with the largest capacity, can accommo-
date up to 500 delegates. The meeting 
offer is complemented by numerous first-
rate hotels with conference facilities. Ac-
commodation options range from the 
simple to the sophisticated, all offering 
good value for money.

Bled has a rich tradition of  
hosting meetings
Bled has been present on the world con-
ference map for decades, playing host to 
countless medium-sized corporate, asso-
ciation and governmental meetings of 
between 100 and 400 delegates, as well 
as frequent top-end sports events. Many 
meetings have found their home in Bled, 
returning year after year. Bled’s multilin-
gual professional meeting organisers have 
invaluable experience and professional 
knowledge.

Bled is attractive
The beautiful landscape provides a fan-
tastic backdrop to enthuse and inspire 
participants. The lake, island and castle 
are truly unforgettable sights, and count-
less other natural and cultural attractions 
to stun visitors are only a short drive away. 
A meeting in Bled will always remain a 
fond memory.

Bled blends business with  
pleasure
Bled offers ample opportunity for enhanc-
ing a meeting with enjoyable activities. 
Whether it is you choose an adventurous 
sporting activity, a cultural exploration or 
an oeno-gastronomic team-building pro-
gramme, Bled is the right place. Recep-
tions and gala dinners can be held at a 
various special locations, while excursions 
from Bled can take guests to Slovenia’s 
best-known sights, or alternatively lead 
them to the charming hidden corners of 
the country.

Bled offers superb cuisine 
Bled gives you the chance to taste its re-
gional fare in a traditional inn, or opt for 
the best gourmet cuisine created by the 
town’s new generation of contemporary 
chefs. Differing in their execution of dish-
es, they all still share a deep-rooted re-
spect for age-old recipes and fresh, local 
seasonal ingredients.

in Europe, white-water rafting, cycling 
and hiking. Recently, Bled’s ambitious 
and cosmopolitan chefs, who like to give 
new interpretations to typical traditional 
dishes of the area, have established 
themselves among the very best in the 
country, thus adding to the pleasures of 
visiting Slovenia’s Alpine pearl.

Bled is safe and easily  
accessible
Slovenia ranks among the safest destina-
tions in the world. The country lies at the 
heart of Europe and is easily accessible 
by air, road and rail. Ljubljana Interna-
tional Airport is only a 30-minute drive 
from Bled, while Klagenfurt Airport in 
Austria is another nearby option. Bled is 
compact, with all its facilities and sights 
within walking distance.
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Combined fuel consumption for BMW 6 Series Gran Coupé: 5.4-9.9 l/100 km. Emissions CO2: 143-231 g/km. Emission 
level: Euro6. Emissions NOx: 0.0142-0.0435 g/km. Carbon dioxide (CO2) is the most important greenhouse gas that causes 
global warming. Emissions of pollutants of ambient air from traffic contribute significantly to lower quality of ambient air. 
Most importantly, they contribute to excessively increased concentrations of ground-level ozone, PM10 and PM2.5 airborne 
particles as well as nitrogen oxides.
 

THE NEW BMW SERIES 6  
GRAN COUPÉ.

UNIQUENESS IS 
PRICELESS.

The new 
BMW 6 Series
Gran Coupé

www.bmw.si
Sheer

Driving Pleasure

BMW_serije_6_A4_ENG.indd   1 24/08/15   15:16

   

• Bees pollinate as many as 170,000 species of plants.

•  Without bees, there would not be so many different kinds of 
fruits and vegetables, or such beautiful colours on the lawn.

•  A bee colony is as big as a small town. There are from 
30,000 to 60,000 bees in each colony.

•  The queen bee is the only one that lays eggs. She lays up to 
2,000 eggs per day.

•  Out of 20,000 species of bees, only one widely used for 
commercial honey production.

•  The Carniolan honey bee, Apis mellifera carnica, is an 
indigenous Slovenian race of bee and the second most 
widespread bee race in the world.

•  Honey bees’ wings stroke 11,400 times per minute, thus 
making their distinctive buzz.

• Honeybees are the only bees that die after they sting.

•  To make one kilogram of honey, the bees have to visit 4 
million flowers and fly four times the distance around the 
world?

WORLD BEE DAY
Raising public awareness of the importance of bees and apicul-
tural products has an important role in the effort to protect bees 
and beekeeping sector.

Therefore, on the initiative of the Slovenian Beekeepers’ 
Association, the Republic of Slovenia proposes to the United 
Nations (UN) that May 20th is declared WORLD BEE DAY.

More information: 
 • www.czs.si/content/wbd
 • www.mkgp.gov.si/en/world_bee_day_initiative
G facebook.com/worldbeeday 
m WBD@czs.si

Do you know that...

www.mkgp.gov.si/en/world_
bee_day_initiative
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generali.si

Safety is not merely  
a twist of fate.
It is our vision and our mission. 
And it is your choice. 

generali-Oglas-IMAGE-lipica-ENG-210x297-00.indd   1 21.8.2015   9:17:56

RIKO CONNECTS SLOVENIAN COMPANIES FOR A PROPULSIVE ENTRANCE INTO THE MOST 

DEMANDING ENVIRONMENTS. 

We connect the best companies, their technological skills, solutions and products into new achievements of joint  
excellence through prestigious projects.Success is always holistic – also because we support art and culture as well as  

other values that enrich life in Riko’s environments.

the p.a.t.h. house 
by starck with riko

sveta petka 
hydroelectric  
power plant,
skopje, macedonia

kempinski hotel, 
minsk, belarus

transformer  
stations, minsk,  
belarus

global engineering for slovenian export

Global engineering
for people’s happiness
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